
 
 
 

Dear Families & Community Members,  
 
Many thanks to the CRPUSD Board of Trustees for their unanimous support for providing me 
this opportunity. I am happy and excited to return as the District’s Interim Superintendent 
providing leadership and support to the greater CRPUSD school community during the 2019-
2020 school year.   
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed being out and visiting our schools, visiting classrooms and talking 
with students and staff.  I’ve had the opportunity to become reacquainted with many familiar 
faces, while at the same time meeting those who have become part of the CRPUSD team over the 
past 12 years! 
 
It is impressive to see the powerful support that the district has received from our greater school 
community.  Many thanks to the voters of Cotati and Rohnert Park who supported and passed 
both Parcel Tax and Capital Facilities Bond measures.  What an endorsement of CRPUSD! Our 
students and staff deserve nothing less.   
 
The improvements and enhancements to our school facilities and grounds are spectacular.  Great 
curb appeal, with a combination of modernization and new construction schools have great curb 
appeal, The District’s technology infrastructure supports key elements of 21st Century classroom 
design.   
 
Teachers and students have the tools to leverage technology as a tool to stimulate learning and 
putting information at the fingertips of teachers and students.  The access and availability of 
technology far exceeds most California school districts. 
 
Transparency, trust and respect have emerged as areas of interest and/or concern based on 
what I have heard from folks as I have come into the District.  I hope to earn your trust by my 
actions.  I am committed and focused on supporting an environment of trust, transparency and 
mutual respect.  We come together to support the children and youth of Cotati and Rohnert 
Park.  As I begin my tenure as the Interim Superintendent, I am reminded of those individuals 
and educators who make a difference in the lives of children every day.  Let me introduce you 
to Rita Pierson, a lifelong educator featured in a 2014 TED Talk.  
 
Here in CRPUSD, we have many “Rita Piersons.  I am thankful to join such a talented and 
dedicated staff.  Regardless of your role, every individual contributes to the education of each 
student that parents and families entrust to our care.  What an incredible honor and responsibility.  
 
Together, I know that we will make decisions and take actions that are in the best interest of kids. 
 
With gratitude, 
 

Mike 
 
Michael Watenpaugh, Ed.D. 
Interim Superintendent 
 
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion/transcript?language=en

